PREFACE

Bible and read Isaiah at one end of such a period and Luke and
John at the other.

COMPLETION   OF  THE  SCHEME  BY LlJTHER  AND  CALVIN

We now see our religion as a quaint but quite intelligible evolu-
tion from crude attempts to propitiate the destructive forces of
Nature among savages to a subtle theology with a costly ritual of
sacrifice possible only to the rich as a luxury, and finally to the
religion of Luther and Calvin. And it must be said for the earlier
forms that they involved very real sacrifices. The sacrifice was
not always vicarious, and is not yet universally so. Injndiajnen
pay with jheir own ^kins? torturing jdiemselyes hideously to at-
tain holiness.^In the west, saints amazed the world with their
auslemielTand self-scourgings and confessions and vigils. But
Luther delivered us from all that. His reformation was a triumph
of imagination and a triumph of cheapness. It brought you com-
plete salvation and asked you for nothing but faith. Luther did
not know what he was doing in the scientific sociological way in
which we know it; but his instinct served him better than know-
ledge could have done; for it was instinct rather than theological
casuistry that made him hold so resolutely to Justification by
Faith as the trump card by which he should beat the Pope, or, as
he would have put it, the sign in which he should conquer. He
may be said to have abolished the charge for admission to heaven.
Paul had advocated this; but Luther and Calvin did it.

JOHN BARLEYCORN

There is yet another page in the history of religion which
must be conned and digested before the career of Jesus can be
fully understood. People who can read long books will find it in
Frazer's Golden Bough. Simpler folk "will find it in the peasant's
song of John Barleycorn, now made accessible to our drawing
room amateurs in the admirable collections of Somersetshire Folk
Songs by Mr Cecil Sharp. From Frazer's magnum opus you will
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